
A number of you have asked about what is required in the evidence base. 

We are presently asking Swale Planners to share with us the evidence they have gathered for the 

local plan,  

There is good advice on evidence base required on the official Neighbourhood Planning website 

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/NP_Roadmap_online_print_friendly.pdf 

I have abstracted the relevant passages and pasted them here  

“Whilst evidence gathering should commence from an early stage, it is likely to continue until late 

stages of drafting the plan, as policies and content of the plan are developed. At the early stage, 

evidence gathering will be more generalised, to ‘paint’ a picture of the social, economic and 

environmental characteristics of the area. As work on the plan progresses, more specific or detailed 

evidence may be required to support specific policies. Policies need to be based on evidence, but 

also to take account of effective community engagement (see later Publicity and engagement 

section). This ensures that they reflect the needs of the local area, economy and community.  

The evidence base needs to be proportionate to the size of the neighbourhood area and scope and 

detail of the neighbourhood plan. Other factors such as the status of the current and emerging local 

plan policies  will influence the depth and breadth of evidence needed. The neighbourhood plan will 

have statutory status and be used to decide planning applications,  so the evidence base needs to 

reflect this. It is easy  to become overwhelmed by the amount of material that is necessary, so 

careful selection is needed.  

A good approach is to consider the evidence base in stages. At the beginning of the process, general 

evidence may be compiled to provide an overview of the neighbourhood area. This would include 

information on things like population, environment, employment, transport links and strategic 

context. As key themes for the neighbourhood plan emerge, more specific subject-based evidence 

may be compiled as a basis for formulating specific policies.” 

The range of evidence required A neighbourhood plan is about the use and  development of land, 

and appropriate evidence on local social, economic and environmental conditions and related issues 

is required.  

A good starting point is to look at the socio-economic profile of the local population. Population 

trends, local employment, industries and social trends should be identified. Predominant land uses 

in the neighbourhood area may be identified. Other evidence may relate to things like housing, 

transport, natural environments, built heritage, retail centres, urban design, community facilities 

and any other subjects relevant to the planning and development of the area. 

The local planning authority should provide a housing requirement figure for a designated 

neighbourhood area, either in its strategic plan or if requested to do so, taking into account factors 

such as the latest evidence of local housing need, the population of the neighbourhood area and the 

most recently available planning strategy for the local authority area. 

There are two main stages to building the evidence base. The first of these is to review existing 

evidence. The second is to identify and develop any further evidence required, either because there 

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/NP_Roadmap_online_print_friendly.pdf


is no existing evidence or because there needs to be a clearer focus on the particular 

neighbourhood.  

A summary of common sources of local evidence is: 

• the local plan, and the evidence underpinning that   plan or any emerging local plan;  

• Strategic Housing Market Assessments (SHMA),   Strategic Housing and Employment Land 

Availability Assessments (SHELAA), Strategic Housing Land   Availability Assessments (SHLAA);  

• other local authority plans and strategies, such as   economic development strategies;  

• any opinion-based research conducted by the local authority;  

• socio-economic data for district/ward (census and   other data); 

• technical reports, such as transport studies and   public transport data;  

• conservation area appraisals, buildings-at-risk   surveys and landscape character studies;  

• statutory lists (listed buildings, scheduled ancient   monuments, registered parks and gardens);  

• details of other environmental protection designations, such as tree preservation orders and   sites 

of special scientific interest and areas of outstanding natural beauty;  

• plans or data from other public bodies or statutory   undertakers, such as health or education 

providers;  

• existing plans for an area, such as a community   plan, parish plan or village design statement;  

• local libraries, archives, websites. 

Demographic profile of the local population.  Income levels, age profile, employment-type,  socio-

economic groups, unemployment levels, life expectancy, infant mortality rates, ethnicity and other 

characteristics. Sources include: local census, local plan, local authority statistics.  

Local employment and industries. Major local  industries and trends (growing and declining sectors), 

how much employment is local and how much involves commuting, how good transport links are to 

employment areas, whether local skills match employment opportunities, rate of business start-ups, 

availability of enterprise units, business parks and industrial estates, employment land supply. 

Sources include: local plan, local authority statistics, local trade organisations, business surveys, local 

enterprise partnerships, Homes and Communities Agency.  

Land use and planning. Major land owners where applicable (e.g. ownership of shopping centres, 

key sites), existing planning permission, land uses, ground conditions, derelict and contaminated 

land, topography. Also, planning policy and other designations such as business improvement 

districts, retail areas, cultural quarters, green belts, heritage or landscape designations. Also land 

values and house prices (these will be important when considering viability). Sources include: local 

plan, local estate agents, local enterprise partnerships, Homes and Communities Agency. 

Housing. Current number of dwellings, types of  accommodation (size and property types), 

breakdown of tenure (local authority/social housing, private rented, owner-occupied), household 

size, vacancy rates, proportion of unfit stock, rate of new build, age of stock (pre-1914, inter-war, 

post war, modern). Sources include: local plan, Strategic Housing Market Assessment, Strategic 

Housing Land Availability Assessment, Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability 

Assessment, local housing department, householder surveys, local housing associations or trusts, 

Homes and Communities Agency. 



Transport. Capacity of transport network, public transport systems and hubs, facilities and safety for 

pedestrians and cyclists, car parking, proximity of major transport routes (e.g. motorways, railway 

stations, A roads). Sources include: local plan, local highways authority, transport plans and 

strategies, local public transport providers.  

Natural environment and special landscape  designations. Landscape designations, such as sites of 

special scientific interest, areas of outstanding natural beauty, nature reserves, tree preservation 

orders. Also, quality of agricultural land. In addition, key natural  features such as woods, rivers and 

other water features. Sources include: local plan, Natural England. 

Historic environment. Heritage designations such as listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled 

ancient monuments, local lists, historic parks and gardens. Other historic features, such as canals. 

Characterisation documents such as landscape character appraisals, and conservation area 

appraisals. Buildings at risk surveys and other condition surveys. Sources include: local plan, local 

historic environment record, local conservation team, Historic England. 

City, town and local centres. Amount of retail floorspace, vacancy rates, nature of retail provision, 

night-time economy (e.g. pubs, restaurants, performance venues), catchment area, rental values, 

trends (growth or decline), proximity to other centres. Sources include: local plan, retail studies, 

local trade organisations, business surveys.  

Urban design. Key urban and green spaces, connections (e.g. paths, roads, links), significant 

landmarks, views, scale, urban form (e.g. layout, scale, enclosure), and character. Sources include: 

local plan, local authority design team, local civic societies. It should be noted that the term ‘urban 

design’ does not imply that it relates to urban areas only. It is an established term that applies to the 

design of both urban and rural areas.  

Community infrastructure. Community assets of an area, including community centres, key local 

shops (e.g. chemist, post office, newsagents), libraries, youth centres, parks, play areas, 

nurseries/crèches, pubs, health centres and surgeries. Sources include: local plan, local community 

organisations, public health and education providers. 

Some of the above matters may involve quite detailed technical evidence to support actual policies, 

for example on housing mix, flooding or air quality.  

New or more localised evidence  

Existing evidence on many subjects may be sufficient to inform and justify the policies of the 

neighbourhood plan. However, much evidence tends to focus on ward, district or wider areas. Also, 

there may be gaps in existing evidence or it might be out-of-date. It may therefore be necessary to 

produce new evidence at neighbourhood level.  

Neighbourhood-level evidence could include things like a survey of vacant shop units, local 

businesses, audits of local community facilities, vehicle counts, or urban design analysis. It could also 

include housing needs assessment specific to the neighbourhood plan area, e.g. to identify housing 

mix requirements.  

This will vary for different neighbourhood areas  according to the adequacy of existing evidence  and 

the nature of the area in question. Examples of  possible kinds of neighbourhood-level evidence are: 



Economic: Business surveys, vacancy/floorspace survey, available sites survey, land and property 

values. 

Social/community: Householder surveys, housing condition and/or occupancy survey, audit of  

community facilities, ‘Building for Life 12’ assessment of housing, housing needs assessment 

(neighbourhood). 

Environmental: Heritage assessments, review of local lists, urban design analysis, green space 

surveys, habitat surveys.  

Infrastructure: Transport services, schools and medical provision, transport capacity analysis, 

traffic/pedestrian flow surveys.  


